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Abstract
The Helgoland Roads time series is one of the longest and most detailed time series in the world. It comprises daily phytoplankton counts accompanied by physico-chemical measurements. As such, it provides valuable long-term record of changes and their underlying causes in the phytoplankton community around Helgoland. This work provides an updated check-list of the phytoplankton species encountered at the Helgoland Roads LTER station with additional taxonomic assessments from live net samples and scanning electron microscope surveys. Since the last check-list was published 11 additional taxa have been recorded for the first time comprising 9 diatom and 2 dinoflagellate species. Of the 9 diatom species 3 were Chaetoceros species: Chaetoceros anastomosans, C. pseudocurvisetus and C. lorenzianus (the latter identified by their resting cysts) which were all first recognised in September 2009. The toxic dinoflagellate Dinophysis tripos, and the bipolar centric diatom Odontella longicruris both were first observed in September 2015. The latest new record is the potentially toxic dinoflagellate Alexandrium ostenfeldii, first recorded in August 2017. All of the first records (with the exception of Dinophysis tripos) were first observed in semi-quantitative surveys based on live samples and SEM demonstrating that adding less frequent but very detailed assessments can complement high frequency counts of fixed samples as long as these data of different origin are linked efficiently to the individual sampling event and all metadata including representative pictorial metadata are recorded in a consistent manner. In this manner the enhanced checklist serves as a baseline against which long-term changes in phytoplankton potentially related to ecosystem state can be addressed.
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Background
The Helgoland Roads long-term data series is one of the longest and richest biodiversity datasets in Europe [1]. Since its founding in 1962 it has provided a unique record of the long-term-changes in the phytoplankton community around Helgoland. Through concurrent measurements of inorganic nutrient concentrations and physical parameters it provides the basis for the interpretation of phytoplankton occurrence (e.g. [2]. Much older semi-quantitative datasets are available as well [3]. The Helgoland Roads time series also has a high international standing with experts. Examples are the ICES expert group on phytoplankton and microbial ecology (http://​wgpme.​net), the IOC UNESCO TrendsPO Group for global phytoplankton analyses and within the German and European networks for long-term ecological research (LTER). The time series is also an important component of the Alfred-Wegener Institute’s time series programme (https://​www.​awi.​de/​en/​science/​long-term-observations.​html, http://​data.​awi.​de). In addition to the Helgoland Roads LTER time series, three transects from Helgoland towards the Elbe and Eider estuaries and one transect into the open North Sea are also sampled from the RV Uthörn, on a monthly basis. The methodologies applied are the same as for Helgoland Roads (see below). Some information pertaining to these transects has also been used to further illustrate the new records described in this study.
Helgoland is located in a very dynamic hydrographic environment under the influence of varying regimes ranging from open North Sea conditions to more coastal conditions with reduced salinity [4, 5], which is particularly pronounced during periods of high river discharges from the river Elbe. This also contributes to a rich microalgal community but with considerable interannual variability. The species list for the Helgoland Roads LTER site is therefore extensive and requiring regular updates. However, as with most time series, for practical reasons, phytoplankton assessment is based on Lugol-fixed raw samples and consequently a large number of taxa usually remain unidentified to species level or rare species are missed because of the low volumes fixed. Lugol solution obscures taxonomic details (unless samples are de-stained e.g. with sodium thiosulphate) and can distort cell shapes [6]. Additional studies based on live and fixed net samples (20 µm mesh size), collected regularly at Helgoland Roads (see below) were therefore also investigated and this data included in the check-list.
The last review of the community at Helgoland Roads was carried out in 2004 [7] (hereafter referred to as ‘taxonomic check-list’). It was the first assessment of the Helgoland species complement since the check-list published by Drebes and Elbrächter in 1976 [8]. these earlier works were based mainly on observations of live cells from net hauls, scanning electron microscope imagery and cultures. Both laid emphasis on the dinoflagellates and diatoms as these are dominant taxon groups at Helgoland Roads. The taxonomic check-list published in 2004 revealed 227 taxa in total including 132 diatom species (from 53 genera) and 95 species of dinoflagellates (from 35 genera). Of these 35 diatom taxa and 28 dinoflagellate taxa were new records for Helgoland Roads.
The taxonomic check-list was produced 15 years ago and in the meantime a number of additional species have been recorded and thus, this paper represents an update on the species pool at Helgoland Roads. In the course of this new examination of phytoplankton species at Helgoland Roads the taxonomic check-list was also incorporated into the current taxon list (hereafter referred to as the ‘LTER list’) used for the routine quantitative phytoplankton counts (based on counts of Lugol-fixed samples) at the Helgoland Roads LTER site. By combining the two lists we hope to provide one baseline for future investigations of species composition at Helgoland Roads that can be expanded and annotated in a consistent manner as new records are found. Future updates might also include molecular data but for the present study we concentrated on methodologies similar to those in the older studies.

Methods
Surface water samples for routine quantitative phytoplankton counts at the Helgoland Roads LTER site (54.188330N, 7.9E) (Fig. 1) were collected work-daily, using a bucket. The sample was mixed well before a 100 ml subsample was preserved in 0.1% neutral Lugol’s iodine and stored in an amber glass bottle. Before 25 ml was analysed using the Utermöhl method [9]. In addition to the bucket samples, net samples are taken twice a week (mesh sizes 20 and 80 µm). Samples were fixed in Hexamine-buffered Formalin (4%) and stored in 30 ml brown glass bottles [10]. Due to time constraints the latter samples are not analysed routinely (i.e. twice a week year round) but are used to complement the Lugol counts and are analysed more extensively whenever time permits. For the present study a total of 121 20 µm net samples were considered and were analysed prior to fixation to investigate community composition on the basis of live plankton. The earliest sample considered dates back to 2009 but the majority of samples were analysed between 2015 and 2018. The 20 µm net samples were examined live using an Axiovert 2 microscope at a magnification of ×200 and 400. Photographs were also taken at a magnification of ×400 with the exception of a small number of large species, which were at ×200 or less. Although these investigations are not quantitative, sampling effort was controlled by always assessing two microscope slides under a 20 × 60 mm cover slip. Despite the irregular analysis frequencies these samples are useful for taxonomic assessments but it has to be noted that it is not possible to infer any temporal dynamics from the with respect to the appearance or appearance of species at the site. For detailed taxonomic analyses (the main goal being to identify as many taxa as possible to species level) 20 of the Formalin-fixed 20 µm net samples were used for electron microscopic analyses and additionally original descriptions and other taxonomic literature available in peer-reviewed publications were consulted.[image: A10152_2019_528_Fig1_HTML.png]
Fig. 1Helgoland Roads Sampling location between the main island of Helgoland and the Düne island





Electron microscopy
Electron microscopy was carried out on selected samples to provide additional confirmation for species identifications or to elucidate the identity of organisms. Preparations for Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) were made from 20 µm net hauls originally fixed in 4% Hexamine buffered Formalin. Each sample was centrifuged 4–5 times at 2000 rpm for 5 min, each time removing the supernatant and replacing it with distilled water [11]. When a small pellet had formed, this was transferred to brown glass bottles and fixed with absolute alcohol. In addition to these uncleaned samples, a second fraction of the same sample was first acid cleaned to better reveal the structure of the diatom frustules following the method of [11]. For transmission electron microscopy (TEM) Formalin-fixed net samples were used. TEM studies were used mainly to investigate the Pseudo-nitzschia species at Helgoland Roads which are not identifiable using light or scanning electron microscopy. These were prepared following the methods described in Lundholm et al. [12]. For more details see also [13]. The present work did not include analyses of molecular data sets.

Data treatment and archival
To assess the full complement of species recorded at Helgoland Roads to date (irrespective of whether they were detected by full microscope counts, scanning electron microscopy or observation of live material, the taxonomic check-list of 2004 was compared and combined with species reported in the Helgoland Roads LTER list. The latter is a record of all taxa identified during the routine daily quantitative counts using the Utermöhl method. As this list is based on Utermöhl counts, it is less taxonomically extensive than the taxonomic check-list. We paid special attention to the use of multiple names for the same taxon that could artificially inflate the number of species in the combined list. As name changes and reported name ambiguities were numerous, the names reported in the taxonomic check-list were given preference (e.g. Rhizosolenia robusta in the LTER list vs Calyptrella robusta in the taxonomic check-list). The goal of producing a combined list was simply to produce a record of taxa that have previously been recorded (by whatever method), but explicitly not to investigate species fluxes i.e. immigration into the system or local extinction.
In some cases, species names occurred exclusively in the Helgoland Roads species list. As no image material accompanied some of these older records, it was not always clear whether they really referred to a distinct species or were used as a proxy for certain groups (e.g. Pseudo-nitzschia seriata for all Pseudo-nitzschia cells with a diameter exceeding 3 µm) they were kept in the combined list (Table 1).Table 1Combined list of species from the Helgoland Roads taxon list and check-list by Hoppenrath [7]


	Species
	Aphia ID
	Hoppenrath [7]
	2009 onwards
	Reference image in Planktonnet

	Bacillariophyceae

	 Achnanthes longipes C.Agardh, 1824
	
                              156533
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Actinocyclus curvatulus Janisch, 1874
	
                              345847
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Actinocyclus octonarius Ehrenberg
	
                              149164
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Actinoptychus senarius (Ehrenbergi) Ehrenberg
	
                              148948
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Actinoptychus splendens (Shadbolt) Ralfs ex Pritchard, 1861
	
                              148949
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Asterionellopsis glacialis (Castracane) Round, 1990
	
                              149139
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Asteroplanus karianus (Grunow) C.Gardner & R.M.Crawford
	
                              251745
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Aulacodiscus argus (Ehrenberg) Schmidt
	
                              149280
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Bacillaria paxillifer (O. F. Müller) T.Marsson
	
                              149149
                            

                              558243
                            
 Bacillaria paxillifera (O.F.Müller) T.Marsson, 1901
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Bacteriastrum hyalinum Lauder, 1864
	
                              149119
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Bellerochea malleus (Brightwell) Van Heurck, 1885
	
                              149306
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Biddulphia alternans (Bailey) Van Heurck, 1885
	
                              149655
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Brockmanniella brockmannii (Hustedt) Hasle et al.
	
                              149137
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Campylosira cymbelliformis (A.Schmidt) Grunow ex Van Heurck, 1885
	
                              149357
                            
	X
	X
	 
	 Calyptrella robusta (Norman) Hernandez-Becerril et Meave (= Rhizosolenia robusta in Helgoland Roads species list)
	
                              509586
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Catenula adhaerens (Mereschkowsky) Mereschkowsky, 1903
	
                              163839
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Cerataulina pelagica (Cleve) Hendey
	
                              149619
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Cerataulus radiatus R.Ross
	
                              178126
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Chaetoceros affinis Lauder, 1864
	
                              149241
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros anastomosans Grunow, 1882
	
                              
                                  149292
                                
                            
	 	
                              X
                            
	
                              
                                  Planktonnet
                                
                            

	 Chaetoceros borealis Bailey, 1854
	
                              149124
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros compressus Cleve, 1894
	
                              149129
                            
	Cf. X
	Cf X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros convolutus Castracane, 1886
	
                              156611
                            
	X
	Cf recorded as convolutus/concavicornis group
	 
	 Chaetoceros coronatus Gran, 1897
	
                              163026
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Chaetoceros costatus Pavillard, 1911
	
                              149289
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros crinitus F.Schütt, 1895
	
                              149171
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Chaetoceros curvisetus Cleve, 1889
	
                              149221
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros danicus Cleve, 1889
	
                              149120
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros debilis Cleve, 1894
	
                              149219
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros decipiens Cleve, 1873
	
                              149126
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros densus (Cleve) Cleve, 1899
	
                              149121
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros diadema (Ehrenberg) Gran
	
                              149128 
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros didymus Ehrenberg, 1845
	
                              149122
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros eibenii Grunow, 1882
	
                              160521
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros externus Gran
	
                              160522
                            
	Drebes, 1974 only
	 	 
	 Chaetoceros lauderi Ralfs, 1864
	
                              160523
                            
	X
	X (based on resting stage morphology)
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros lorenzianus Grunow, 1863
	
                              
                                  156617
                                
                            
	 	
                              X (identified by the presence of cysts and their morphology)
                            
	
                              
                                  Planktonnet
                                
                            

	 Chaetoceros minimus (Levander) D.Marino, G.Giuffre, M.Montresor and A. Zingone, 1991
	
                              163089
                            
	Helgoland species list only
	 	 
	 Chaetoceros protuberans Lauder, 1864
	
                              163055
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros pseudocurvisetus Mangin
	
                              
                                  178229
                                
                            
	 	
                              X
                            
	
                              
                                  Planktonnet
                                
                            

	 Chaetoceros radicans F.Schütt, 1895
	
                              163112
                            
	X
	X (vegetative stages and resting cysts)
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros similis Cleve, 1896
	
                              149127
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Chaetoceros simplex Ostenfeld, 1902
	
                              149294
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Chaetoceros socialis Lauder, 1864
	
                              149123
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros subtilis Cleve
	
                              156621
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros teres Cleve
	
                              149125
                            
	X
	X (based on resting stage morphology
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Chaetoceros tortissimus Gran
	
                              163161
                            
	X
	X
	 
	 Chaetoceros willei Gran
	
                              156625
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Corethron hystrix Hensen (as Corethron criophilum in Helgoland Roads species list)
	
                              179596
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Coscinodiscus centralis
	
                              149159
                            
	X
	A similar species was identified and documented but the ID not confirmed
	 
	 Coscinodiscus concinnus Smith
	
                              148992
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Coscinodiscus granii Gough
	
                              149271
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Coscinodiscus pavillardii Forti (= Stellarima stellaris in Helgoland Roads species list)
	
                              149307
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Coscinodiscus radiatus Ehrenberg
	
                              149158
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Coscinodiscus stellaris Roper
(currently accepted name S. stellaris)
	
                              149263
                            
As S. stellaris in Helgoland species list
	X
	 	 
	 Coscinodiscus wailesii Gran et Angst
	
                              156632
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Cylindrotheca closterium (Ehrenberg) Reimann et Lewin (syn. Nitzschia closterium)
	
                              149004
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Dactyliosolen fragilissimus (Bergon) Hasle, 1996
	
                              149310
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Delphineis surirella (Ehrenberg) Andrews (syn. Raphoneis surirella)
	
                              149180
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Detonula confervacea (Cleve) Gran
	
                              149286
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Detonula pumila (Castracane) Gran (syn. Schroederella pumila, Schroederella schroederi)
	
                              149647
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            
(Vegetative and auxospore stages)

	 Ditylum brightwellii (West) Grunow
	
                              149023
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Eucampia zodiacus Ehrenberg
	
                              149131
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Eunotogramma dubium Hustedt
	
                              345464
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Fragilaria islandica Grunow
	
                              149239
                            
	 	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Fragilaria oblonga Drebes et Schulz
	
                              345475
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Grammatophora marina (Lyngbye) Kützing, 1844
	
                              149338
                            
	Cf x
	X as spp
	 
	 Guinardia delicatula (Cleve) Hasle, 1997 (syn. Rhizosolenia delicatula)
	
                              149112
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Guinardia flaccida (Castracane) Peragallo
	
                              149132
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Guinardia striata (Stolterfoth) Hasle (syn. Rhizosolenia stolterfothii)
	
                              149113
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Helicotheca tamesis (Shrubsole) Ricard (syn. Streptotheca tamesis)
	
                              157440
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Lauderia annulata Cleve (syn. Lauderia borealis)
	
                              149135
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Leptocylindrus danicus Cleve
	
                              149106
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Leptocylindrus minimus Gran
	
                              149039
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Lithodesmium undulatum Ehrenberg
	
                              149322
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Mediopyxis helysia Kühn, Hargreaves & Halliger
	
                              
                                  345484
                                
                            
	 	
                              X
                            
	
                              
                                  Planktonnet
                                
                            

	 Melosira ambigua
	No aphia ID
	Present in Helgoland Roads species list only, status unclear (no authority added)
	 	 
	 Melosira moniliformis (O. F. Müller) Agardh (syn. Melosira borreri)
	
                              418547
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Melosira nummuloides Agardh
	
                              149044
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Minidiscus trioculatus (Taylor) Hasle
	
                              180422
                            
	Cf x
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Nitzschia longissima (Brebisson) Ralfs
	
                              149150
                            
	(Drebes, 1974 only)
	 	 
	 Odontella aurita (Lyngbye) Agardh
	
                              149050
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Odontella aurita var minima (Grunow) De Toni
	
                              345492
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Odontella granulata (Roper) Ross (syn. Biddulphia granulata)
	
                              149156
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Odontella longicruris (Greville) M.A.Hoban, 1983
	
                              
                                  418591
                                
                            
	 	
                              X
                            
	
                              
                                  Planktonnet
                                
                            

	 Odontella mobiliensis (Bailey) Grunow
	
                              164116
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Odontella obtusa Kützing
	
                              149662
                            
	Cf x
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Odontella regia (Schultze) Simonsen (syn. Biddulphia regia)
	
                              149094
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Odontella rhombus (Ehrenberg) Kützing (syn. Biddulphia rhombus)
	
                              149157
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Odontella rhombus f. trigona (van Heurck) Ross
	
                              163292
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Odontella sinensis (Greville) Grunow (syn. Biddulphia sinensis)
	
                              149095
                            
	x
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Paralia marina (Smith) Heiberg (syn. Paralia sulcata)
	
                              156641
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Plagiogrammopsis vanheurckii (Grunow) Hasle et al. (syn. Plagiogramma vanheurckii)
	
                              149057
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Podosira stelliger (Bailey) Mann (syn. Hyalodiscus stelliger)
	
                              345506
                            

                              149060
                            
As P. stelligera
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Porosira glacialis (Grunow) Jörgensen (syn. Lauderia glacialis)
	
                              156689
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Proboscia alata (Brightwell) Sundström (syn. Rhizosolenia alata)
	
                              149168
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Proboscia indica (Peragallo) Hernández-Becerril (syn. Rhizosolenia indica)
	
                              345513
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Pseudo-nitzschia americana (Hasle) Fryxell
	
                              
                                  478556
                                
                            
	 	
                              X
                            
	
                              
                                  Planktonnet
                                
                            

	 Pseudo-nitzschia delicatissima (Cleve) Heiden (syn. Nitzschia delicatissima)
	
                              149153
                            
	Cf X
	 	 
	 Pseudo-nitzschia fraudulenta Cleve
	
                              246606
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Pseudo-nitzschia pungens (Grunow ex Cleve) G.R.Hasle (= Nitzschia ‘seriata’ in Drebes 1974)
	
                              160528
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Pseudo-nitzschia multiseries (Hasle) Hasle
	
                              
                                  175738
                                
                            
	 	
                              X
                            
	 
	 Pseudo-nitzschia seriata (Cleve) H. Peragallo, 1899
	
                              149152
                            
	Helgoland Roads species list only
	 	 
	 Pseudopodosira westii (Smith) Sheshukova-Poretzkaya (syn. Melosira westii)
	No aphia ID
	X
	 	 
	 Rhaphoneis amphiceros (Ehrenberg) Ehrenberg
	
                              149066
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Rhizosolenia hebetata f. semispina (Hensen) Gran
	
                              149071
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Rhizosolenia imbricata Brightwell (syn. Rhizosolenia shrubsolei)
	
                              149116
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Rhizosolenia pungens Cleve-Euler
	
                              149117
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Rhizosolenia setigera Brightwell
	
                              149115
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Rhizosolenia cf similoides Cleve-Euler
	
                              160531
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Rhizosolenia styliformis Brightwell
	
                              149629
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Roperia tesselata (as Roperiates selata in Hoppenrath [7]) (Roper) Grunow
	
                              149105
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Skeletonema costatum (Greville) Cleve sensu lato
	
                              149074
                            
	X
	X
	 
	 Skeletonema marinoi Sarno & Zingone, 2005
	
                              
                                  376667
                                
                            
	 	
                              X
                            
	
                              
                                  Planktonnet
                                
                            

	 Stauropsis membranacea (Cleve) Meunier (syn. Stauroneis membranacea)
	
                              172656
                            

                              149145
                            
(As Meuniera membranacea)
	X
	X
As M. membranacea
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Stephanopyxis turris (Greville et Arnott) Ralfs
	
                              149631
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Subsilicea fragilarioides Stosch et Reimann
	
                              345526
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassionema frauenfeldii Tempère & Peragallo (syn. Thalassiothrix frauenfeldii)
	
                              555052
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassionema nitzschioides (Grunow) Mereschkowsky
	
                              149093
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira aestivalis Gran et Angst
	
                              345529
                            
	X
	?
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira cf allenii Takano
	
                              573627
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Thalassiosira angulata (Gregory) Hasle
	
                              148913
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira anguste-lineata (Schmidt) Fryxell et Hasle (syn. Coscinodiscus anguste-lineata, Thalassiosira polychorda)
	
                              148914
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira concaviuscula Makarova
	
                              345530
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira curviseriata Takano
	
                              345532
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira decipiens (Grunow) E.G.Jørgensen
	
                              148919
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Thalassiosira delicatula Ostenfeld
	
                              555264
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira diporocyclus Hasle
	
                              345534
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Thalassiosira eccentrica (Ehrenberg) Cleve (syn. Coscinodiscus eccentricus)
	
                              148922
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira hendeyi Hasle et Fryxell
	
                              148923
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira cf kuschirensis Takano
	
                              495332
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Thalassiosira lundiana Fryxell
	
                              495542
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Thalassiosira mala Takano
	
                              418581
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Thalassiosira minima Gaarder
	
                              148925
                            
	X
	?
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira monoporocyclus Hasle
(Currently accepted as T. minuscula)
	
                              345548
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira nordenskioeldii Cleve
	
                              148931
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira oceanica Hasle
	
                              345549
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira proschkinae Makarova
	
                              148933
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Thalassiosira punctigera (Castracane) Hasle (syn. Thalassiosira angstii, Thalassiosira japonica)
	
                              148936
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira rotula Meunier
	
                              148942
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Thalassiosira subtilis (Ostenfeld) Gran
	
                              149101
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Thalassiosira tealata Takano
	
                              231889
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Thalassiosira tenera Proschkina-Lavrenkoc
	
                              345550
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Triceratium favus Ehrenberg
	
                              149170
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Plagiolemma distortum Nézan
	 	
                              ?
                            
	
                              X
                            
	
                              
                                  Planktonnet
                                
                            

	Dinoflagellates

	 Actiniscus pentasterias (Ehrenberg) Ehrenberg (syn. Gymnaster pentasterias)
	
                              109717
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Akashiwo sanguinea (Hirasaki) Hansen et Moestrup (syn. Gymnodinium sanguineum, Gymnodinium splendens)
	
                              232546
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Alexandrium ostenfeldii (Paulsen) Balech et Tangen, 1985

                              (species complex)
                            
	
                              
                                  109712
                                
                            
	 	
                              X
                            
	
                              
                                  Planktonnet
                                
                            

	 Amoebophrya ceratii (Koeppen) Cachon
	
                              109578
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Amylax triacantha (Jörgensen) Sournia (syn. Gonyaulax triacantha)
	
                              110007
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Ceratium arietinum Cleve (= Ceratium bucephalum), accepted as Tripos arietinus (Cleve) F.Gómez, 2013
	
                              109929
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Ceratium furca (Ehrenberg) Claparède et Lachmann, accepted as Tripos furca (Ehrenberg) F.Gómez, 2013
	
                              109950
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Ceratium fusus (Ehrenberg) Dujardin, accepted as Tripos fusus (Ehrenberg)  F. Gómez, 2013
	
                              109951
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Ceratium horridum (Cleve) Gran (syn Ceratium intermedium), accepted as Tripos horridus (Cleve) F.Gómez, 2013
	
                              109956
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Ceratium lineatum (Ehrenberg) Cleve, accepted as Tripos lineatus (Ehrenberg) F.Gómez, 2013
	
                              109963
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Ceratium longipes (Bailey) Gran, accepted as Tripos longipes (J.W.Bailey) F.Gómez, 2013
	
                              109964
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Ceratium macroceros (Ehrenberg) Vanhöffen, accepted as Tripos macroceros (Ehrenberg) F.Gómez, 2013
	
                              670002
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Ceratium tripos (Müller) Nitzsch, accepted as Tripos muelleri, Bory de Saint-Vincent, 1827
	
                              109982
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Dinophysis acuminata Claparède et Lachmann
	
                              109603
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Dinophysis acuta Ehrenberg
	
                              109604
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Dinophysis dens, Pavillard
	
                              109616
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Dinophysis norvegica Claparède et Lachmann
	
                              109637
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Dinophysis rotundata Claparède et Lachmann
	
                              162793
                            

                              156505
                            

                              Phalacroma rotundatum
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Dinophysis tripos Gourret
	
                              
                                  109662
                                
                            
	 	
                              X
                            
	 
	 Diplopelta bomba Stein ex Jörgensen
	
                              110133
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Diplopsalis lenticula Bergh
	
                              110001
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Dissodinium pseudocalani (Gönnert) Drebes ex Elbrächter et Drebes
	
                              110324
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Dissodinium pseudolunula Swift ex Elbrächter et Drebes
	
                              110325
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Exuviella marina Cientkowski
(as Prorocentrum lima in Helgoland Roads species list)
	
                              160579
                            

                              110301
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Fragilidium subglobosum (v. Stosch) Balech (syn. Helgolandinium subglobosum)
	
                              109705
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Gonyaulax diegensis Kofoid
	
                              110014
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Gonyaulax digitale (Pouchet) Kofoid
	
                              110015
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Gonyaulax spinifera (Claparède et Lachmann) Diesing
	
                              110041
                            
	X
	X
	 
	 Gonyaulax verior Sournia
	
                              110045
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Gymnodinium chlorophorum Elbrächter et Schnepf (syn. Lepidodinium viride)
	
                              109785
                            

                              345481
                            
As L. chlorophorum
	X
	X
As Lepidodinium chlorophorum
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Gymnodinium cf. endofasciculum Campbell
	
                              109792
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Gymnodinium gracile Bergh (syn. Gymnodinium abbreviatum, Gymnodinium lohmannii)
	
                              109800
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Gymnodinium lebourae Pavillard
	
                              109808
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Gymnodinium striatissimum Hulburt (syn. Gymnodinium heterostriatum)
	
                              345476
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Gyrodinium britannicum Kofoid et Swezy
	
                              109843
                            
	X
	X
	 
	 Gyrodinium calyptoglyphe Lebour (syn. Sclerodinium calyptoglyphe)
	
                              109844
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Gyrodinium lacryma (Meunier) Kofoid et Swezy
	
                              627606
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Gyrodinium prunus (Wulff) Lebour
	
                              109873
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Gyrodinium spirale (Bergh) Kofoid et Swezy
	
                              109876
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Gyrodinium undulans Hulburt
	
                              109878
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Heterocapsa minima Pomroy
	
                              233619
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Heterocapsa niei (Loeblich) Morill et Loeblich (syn. Cachonina niei)
	
                              233620
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Heterocapsa rotundata (Lohmann) Hansen (syn. Katodinium rotundatum, Amphidinium rotundatum)
	
                              110152
                            
	X
	X
	 
	 Heterocapsa triquetra (Ehrenberg) Stein (syn. Peridinium triquetrum)
	
                              110153
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Karenia mikimotoi (Miyake et Kominami ex Oda) Hansen et Moestrup (syn. Gymnodinium mikimotoi, Gyrodinium aureolum)
	
                              233024
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Katodinium glaucum (Lebour) Loeblich (syn. Massartia glauca)
	
                              109885
                            
	X
	X
	 
	 Mesoporos perforatus (Gran) Lillick
	
                              232516
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonet
                            

	 Nematodinium armatum (Dogiel) Kofoid et Swezy
	
                              109907
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonet
                            

	 Noctiluca scintillans (Macartney) Kofoid et Swezy (syn. Noctiluca miliaris)
	
                              109921
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Oblea rotunda (Lebour) Balech ex Sournia (syn. Peridiniopsis rotunda, Glenodinium rotundum)
	
                              110155
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Oodinium pouchetii (Lemmermann) Chatton
	
                              345495
                            
	(Drebes 1974 only)
	 	 
	 Oxyrrhis marina Dujardin
	
                              109902
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Paulsenella chaetoceratis (Paulsen) Chatton
	
                              109575
                            
	(Drebes, 1974 only)
	 	 
	 Polykrikos kofoidii Chatton (syn. Polykrikos schwartzii)
	
                              109899
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Polykrikos schwartzii Bütschli
	
                              109901
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Preperidinium meunierii (Pavillard) Elbrächter (syn. Diplopeltopsis minor, Zygabikodinium lenticulatum)
	
                              109927
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Prorocentrum balticum (Lohmann) Loeblich (syn. Exuviella baltica)
	
                              110293
                            
	(Drebes 1974 only)
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Prorocentrum micans Ehrenberg
	
                              110303
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Prorocentrum minimum (Pavillard) Schiller (syn. Exuviaella mariae-lebouriae, Exuviaella apora)
	
                              110304
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Prorocentrum redfieldii Bursa (syn. Prorocentrum triestinum)
	
                              110310
                            
	x
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Proterythropsis vigilans Marshall (syn. Nematopsides vigilans)
	
                              233115
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Protoceratium reticulatum (Claparède et Lachmann) Bütschli (syn. Gonyaulax grindleyi)
	
                              110321
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium achromaticum (Levander) Balech (syn. Peridinium achromaticum)
	
                              110205
                            
	Cf X
	 	 
	 Protoperidinium bipes (Paulsen) Balech (syn. Minuscula bipes, Peridinium minusculum)
	
                              110208
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium brevipes (Paulsen) Balech (syn. Peridinium brevipes)
	
                              110210
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium cerasus (Paulsen) Balech (syn. Peridinium cerasus)
	
                              162749
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium claudicans (Paulsen) Balech (syn. Peridinium claudicans)
	
                              163862
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium conicum (Gran) Balech (syn. Peridinium conicum)
	
                              110213
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium curtipes (Jörgensen) Balech (syn. Peridinium curtipes)
	
                              110215
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium curvipes (Ostenfeld) Balech (syn. Peridinium curvipes)
	
                              163934
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium denticulatum (Gran et Braarud) Balech (syn. Peridinium denticulatum)
	
                              110216
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium depressum (Bailey) Balech (syn. Peridinium depressum)
	
                              110217
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium divergens (Ehrenberg) Balech (syn. Peridinium divergens)
	
                              110219
                            
	Cf X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium excentricum (Paulsen) Balech, (syn. Peridinium excentricum)
	
                              110220
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium granii (Ostenfeld) Balech
	
                              110223
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium leonis (Pavillard) Balech (syn. Peridinium leonis)
	
                              110229
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Protoperidinium mariaelebouriae (Paulsen) Balech (syn. Peridinium mariaelebouriae)
	
                              110231
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium minutum (Kofoid) Loeblich (syn. Peridinium minutum)
	
                              110233
                            
	X
	X
	 
	 Protoperidinium monospinum (Paulsen) Zonnefeld et Dale
	
                              110235
                            
	X
	cf
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium oblongum (Aurivillius) Parke et Dodge (syn. Peridinium oblongum)
	
                              110238
                            
	X
	cf
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium obtusum (Karsten) Parke et Dodge (syn. Peridinium obtusum)
	
                              110239
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium ovatum Pouchet (syn. Peridinium ovatum)
	
                              110241
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium pallidum (Ostenfeld) Balech (syn. Peridinium pallidum)
	
                              110244
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium pellucidum Bergh (syn. Peridinium pellucidum)
	
                              110245
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium pentagonum (Gran) Balech (syn. Peridinium pentagonum)
	
                              110247
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium punctulatum (Paulsen) Balech (syn. Peridinium punctulatum)
	
                              110248
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium pyriforme (Paulsen, 1905) Balech, 1974
	
                              110249
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium steinii (Jörgensen) Balech
	
                              110257
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium subinerme (Paulsen) Loeblich
	
                              110259
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium thorianum (Paulsen) Balech
	
                              110260
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Protoperidinium thulesense (Balech) Balech
	
                              232861
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Pyrophacus horologium Stein
	
                              232598
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Pyrocystis noctiluca
Murray ex Haeckel, 1890
	
                              110332
                            
	Helgoland Roads species list only
	 	 
	 Scrippsiella lachrymosa Lewis
	
                              110168
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Scrippsiella trochoidea (Stein) Loeblich
	
                              110172
                            
	X
	X (as spp.)
	 
	 Spatulodinium pseudonoctiluca (Pouchet) Cachon et Cachon ex Loeblich et Loeblich
	
                              109923
                            
	X
	 	 
	 Torodinium robustum Kofoid et Swezy
	
                              109889
                            
	X
	X
	
                              Planktonnet
                            

	 Warnowia rosea (Pouchet) Kofoid et Swezy
	
                              233154
                            
	X
	 	
                              Planktonnet
                            


Many of the taxonomic names have undergone changes but the names used in the original lists are maintained here for clarity, but Aphia IDs are provided for each species to link to the taxonomic/nomenclatural history including currently accepted names in WORMS. Entries in bold: New species entries in the combined species list. Two species mentioned by Hoppenrath [7]were not included in the listing: Chaetoceros rostratus and Amphidinium crassum




The names in the taxonomic check-list and the LTER list were checked against entries in the World Register of Marine Species (http://​marinespecies.​org, [14]). All numerical data underlying this work are archived in the online data repository Pangaea (http://​www.​pangaea.​de). Each annual data set in Pangaea is annotated with the WORMS Aphia ID, so that for each individual Pangaea species record, formal taxonomic data can also be accessed. In addition, reference images have been archived in the image repository PLANKTON*NET (http://​planktonnet.​awi.​de). These are, where relevant, also linked back to the data sets in Pangaea (see example in https://​doi.​pangaea.​de/​10.​1594/​PANGAEA.​862906). The raw data are accompanied by a locally stored metadata file, in which unusual weather phenomena, and methodological issues affecting the samples are recorded. Since 2015, a metadata archive for new taxa at Helgoland Roads has also been maintained. This records the date and place of first occurrence (Helgoland Roads or Helgoland transects), the type of sample the organism was encountered in, as well as photographic documentation of the observed taxon [15].


Results
Two species lists were previously generated for Helgoland Roads, the taxonomic species list [7] and the LTER list for the actual Helgoland Roads quantitative counts. Prior to the present work the LTER list that forms the basis for the Helgoland phytoplankton counts, contained 261 entries with 84 distinct diatom and 41 dinoflagellate species recognized (with entries of size classes for taxa not identified to species level constituting the remainder. After incorporating the taxa recorded in [7] and the new finds described here, while also considering species mentioned in both lists, results in a total species list of 250 distinct species, with 147 diatom and 97 dinoflagellate taxa and additionally, three silicoflagellates, two ciliate species and one named chlorophyte species resulting in a total of 250 species (Table 1).
Below we report 11 new records, nine for diatoms and two for dinoflagellate species. We also include information on the environmental conditions for when they were first recorded (Table 2).Table 2Environmental parameters at the time of detection of new taxa at Helgoland Roads, excluding species that were confirmed on the basis of REM/TEM but for which the date of the first record is unclear


	Species
	Detection date
	Temperature
	Salinity
	Total number of sightings
	Sample type

	
                            Mediopyxis helysia
                          
	20.03.2009
	4.4
	29.194
	> 100
	Quantitative/Semi-quantitative

	
                            Chaetoceros anastomosans
                          
	24.09.2009
	16.7
	32.938
	< 10
	Semi-quantitative

	
                            Chaetoceros lorenzianus
                          
	24.09.2009
	16.7
	32.938
	< 10
	Semi-quantitative

	
                            Chaetoceros pseudocurvisetus
                          
	29.09.2009
	16.5
	32.514
	> 10
	Semi-quantitative

	
                            Dinophysis tripos
                          
	13.08.2014
	18.2
	33.310
	1
	Quantitative

	
                            Odontella longicruris
                          
	06.10.2015
27.9.2016
	15.9
16.5
	33.394
32.49
	< 10
	Quantitative
Semi-quantitative

	
                            Alexandrium ostenfeldii
                          
	8.8.2017
	17.8
	32.53
	< 10
	Semi-quantitative





Diatoms

                              Chaetoceros species (Fig. 2a, b and i)
Since 2004 three new records of Chaetoceros species have been confirmed. Chaetoceros pseudocurvisetus Mangin, 1910 was first detected in two net samples (September 24th and September 29th 2009) and since then on October 14th 2014 (Fig. 2a). Chaetoceros anostomosans Grunow, 1882 was first observed in a 20 µm net sample from September 24th 2009 (Fig. 2b). This sample was very diverse with a total number of 66 identified taxa. Chaetoceros anastomosans is a very distinctive species. The setae of adjacent cells are only linked at a distance away from the valve margin by silica bridges running parallel to the chain axis. Only one chain was observed in the sample of September 24th and no cells were found during the SEM surveys. Therefore, we only show light micrographs. due to the distinctness of the diagnostic features as the taxon was identified as Chaetoceros anastomosans based on light micrographs alone. After the first record in 2009 it was not recorded again until July 2017 and then June 2018 on less than 10 occasions in total. Chaetoceros lorenzianus Grunow, 1863 was recorded on several occasions. A pair of cells forming resting stages was observed (Fig. 2i), thereby confirming its identity. C. lorenzianus has a very similar morphology to C. decipiens but can be distinguished by the formation of resting cysts, which have not yet been observed in Chaetoceros decipiens Cleve, 1873. This species was recorded again in several samples in September 2010 and was also abundant in September 2016.[image: A10152_2019_528_Fig2_HTML.jpg]
Fig. 2a–j Images documenting the new taxon records at the Helgoland Roads Long-term monitoring station since 2004: a Chaetoceros pseudocurvisetus, b Chaetoceros anastomosans, c Mediopyxis helysia, d Skeletonema marinoi/dohrniii, e, f Pseudo-nitzschia americana, g, h Pseudo-nitzschia multiseries, i Chaetoceros lorenzianus, as identified by their cyst stages, j, l Plagiolemma distortum (Image L author: Dr Claire Widdicombe: http://​planktonnet.​awi.​de/​index.​php?​contenttype=​image_​details&​itemid=​66958#content)







                              Odontella longicruris (Greville) M.A.Hoban, 1983 (Fig. 3a–c)
Odontella longicruris was first observed September 27th 2016. It is a bipolar centric diatom, which has a characteristic cell outline in broad girdle view. The valve face is strongly convex in the centre forming a clearly visible elevation bearing two prominent spines arising from the central valve face in close proximity before diverging. The aperture is therefore typically panduriform [16]. Odontella longicruris is sometimes considered a warm water species [17], but has actually a very broad (but not cosmopolitan) distribution. It has been reported mostly from coastal areas in the Pacific (both North and South America and also from Asia e.g. Japan and along the Argentinian coast) [18]. Our searches in both the Ocean Biogeographic information system (OBIS) and the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) did not reveal any records of this species for the North Atlantic in general and specifically for the North Sea (https://​www.​gbif.​org/​species/​5421683, http://​www.​iobis.​org/​mapper/​, sites accessed January 16th, 2019). If this is indeed the only (or one of very few possibly unreported) occurrences of this species in the North Sea, it seems likely that this is a recent introduction to the area (although the vector of transport is entirely unclear). However, what may be more interesting is the question of whether O. longicruris is likely to establish as a regular phytoplankton component. Considering that we have now seen records of this species for over 2 years, albeit in low numbers, indicates that this species might not just be a transient feature of the Helgoland.[image: A10152_2019_528_Fig3_HTML.jpg]
Fig. 3a–e Examples of new records (continued): a–c Morphological variants of the bipolar centric diatom Odontella longicruris (two sampling dates: a, c September 27th, 2016, b August 24th, 2017), d, e the toxic dinoflagellate Alexandrium ostenfeldii (d live cell, b calcofluor-stained cell), f the toxic thecate dinoflagellate Dinophysis tripos







                              Mediopyxis helysia Kühn, Hargreaves and Halliger, 2006 (Fig. 2c)
This is a large bipolar centric diatom species (apical diameter up to 100 µm first recorded from the Gulf of Maine and the island of Sylt, see also [19]). It was first recorded at the Helgoland Roads site in March 2009 [20]. The species has characteristic star-shaped chloroplasts and the valve outline, which has one rounded and one pointed valve apex, is also diagnostic. An earlier study reported that this species was first observed in 2003 [21], but it was not observed during the routine phytoplankton counts on Lugol samples, and did not appear in the 2004 check-list. Mediopyxis helysia formed extensive blooms in Helgoland Roads in 2010 (and also in the Dutch Wadden Sea [22], but appears to be restricted to quite specific environmental conditions occurring predominantly during periods with reduced salinities [20] and its numeric importance appears to be diminishing again at least at Helgoland Roads.

First records for diatoms only identifiable using advanced microscopy e.g. electron microscopy
a. Pseudo-nitzschia species
The combined check-list also includes three new records of species that are likely to have been occurring at Helgoland Roads previously, but that could not be confirmed (and therefore not be enumerated during routine monitoring) without detailed SEM and TEM studies. These include Pseudo-nitzschia americana (Fig. 2e, f) and Pseudo-nitzschia multiseries (Fig. 2g, h) [13]. Both Pseudo-nitzschia species require TEM for reliable identification. They are identified based on their valve morphology particularly the number of striae, number of poroid rows in the interstriae and the number of fibulae. In Pseudo-nitzschia multiseries there are 3–4 poroid rows, each with 4–6 poroids in 1 µm [23]. Pseudo-nitzschia americana cells on the other hand are linear to slightly lanceolate in valve view and have broadly rounded valve ends. [12, 24, 25]. For the Helgoland Roads LTER site these two new records have been added to the species list, but due to the methodological constraints mentioned, they cannot be counted at species level. The Helgoland Roads species list also mentions two further species, Pseudo-nitzschia seriata (as a proxy for species with a diameter exceeding 3 µm) and Pseudo-nitzschia delicatissima. While true P. seriata has, to our knowledge, not actually been observed in Helgoland as yet, P. delicatissima has. However, as both names were used in the past they were retained in the species list. With a diameter of 2.5–4 µm, the latter taxon could have been included in the counts for either of the two Pseudo-nitzschia size classes, or, due to their somewhat atypical morphology, have been counted as an unidentified pennate diatom. Since both P. multiseries and P. americana are known to be toxic, and broadly distributed [26], attempts should be made to identify them in future studies, with targeted molecular studies but accompanied by microscopy.


                                 b. Skeletonema marinoi Sarno and Zingone, 2005 (Fig. 3d) [27, 28]
Skeletonema marinoi has probably been identified as S. costatum sensu lato previously. This species was not identified in the routine Lugol samples but in scanning and transmission electron micrographs (S. marinoi). Skeletonema costatum was previously thought to be a cosmopolitan species. However, a considerable number of new species have now been described and some of these have quite distinct species distributions [29]. It is now clear that the taxon named Skeletonema costatum, based on type material, actually has quite a limited distribution and does probably not occur in most areas from which it has reported. Based on available samples, it actually seems to be restricted to a small number of locations in North and South America (Florida, Patos Lagoon in Brazil, Uruguay) and the Taiwan Strait. The species in Helgoland is in fact S. marinoi which has been reported from a large number of locations, including the Adriatic and Baltic [30], the Dutch Coast and English Channel [29] and the Atlantic Coast of North and South America (and one record from Peru). However, as this species is probably consistently mis-identified in time series around the world, it is difficult to really assess its distributional history from data relying on the routine microscope counts. More detailed molecular analyses would be necessary here.



                              Plagiolemma distortum Nézan (Fig. 2j–l)
The first record of this species at Helgoland Roads was on November 2nd 2016 and in Elbe transect station 6 (on July 7th 2016). This is a pennate diatom with a sigmoid raphe. Cells typically have an elliptical shape in girdle view and lobed chloroplasts. Cells are motile and sometimes found within a mucilage envelope (Fig. 2j–l). The identity of this taxon was unresolved until recently. However, based on our image material and live observations of the taxon’s motility (Kraberg pers obs) the taxon has now been assigned to the recently described diatom Plagiolemma distortum [31]. The taxon has been reported from a number of localities in the German Bight and English Channel (e.g. at time series station L4 run by the Plymouth Marine Laboratory). The northern-most record was located at the island of Sylt, see the summary in [32] The taxon has been documented by image material since the early 1990s, which allowed the collation of a distribution history including data from long before the taxon was named [32]. Interestingly while its occurrence has now been confirmed in a number of locations in the southern North Sea and English Channel, all the early sightings were recorded from brackish waters with a broadening of the distributional range in a northerly direction and towards the English Channel occurring after 2013 and being recorded at L4 in November 2015 initially [32]. However, whether this is a true range extension or the result of a greater availability of geo-referenced image material is not at all clear and requires further investigation.


Dinoflagellates

                              Dinophysis tripos Gourret, 1883 (Fig. 3f)
This species was first observed at Helgoland Roads in 2014. In addition to Helgoland Roads it has also been found at station Elbe 1 (54.151700N, 7.891700E) of the monthly Helgoland transect surveys. This is a large and conspicuous species with two pronounced antapical protrusions (in contrast to Dinophysis caudata Saville-Kent, 1881 which has only one such protrusion). Dinophysis tripos is considered to be a warm-water species [33] with only 4 records from the North Sea according to OBIS (http://​iobis.​org/​explore/​#/​taxon/​434520, search carried out on January 10th 2017). But it has also been observed in the Skagerrak (http://​nordicmicroalgae​.​org/​taxon/​Dinophysis%20​tripos?​media_​id=​Dinophysis%20​tripos_​6.​jpg, search carried out on January 15th 2019).


                              Alexandrium ostenfeldii (species complex, Fig. 3d, e)
This toxic thecate dinoflagellate was first confirmed August 8th 2017, although since it is difficult to identify by light microscopy only, it might easily have been overlooked previously. Cells were first detected in light microscopy with differential interference contrast (DIC). They were confirmed after staining with Calcofluor and epifluorescence microscopy, which revealed the teardrop-shaped apical pore complex and the angular first apical plate with its large pore, the latter facilitating identification as Alexandrium ostenfeldii (species complex). This species is a potential producer of spirolides [34].
A. ostenfeldii has a broad geographical distribution with blooms frequently occurring in the Baltic [30] and also the Gulf of Maine [35]. It has also already been reported from the Northern North Sea [36]. From the records collected so far, this seems to be a predominantly coastal species.



Discussion
Several check-lists have previously been produced for the phytoplankton community around the island of Helgoland [7, 8]. Since the last comprehensive list in 2004 (taxonomic checklist) [7] 11 new taxa have been observed in Helgoland Roads, in some cases backed up with additional records from the Helgoland transect surveys.
These new records fall into two categories: (1) those identified from routine counts of Lugol-fixed samples or semi-quantitative assessments of live and preserved net samples, and (2) those resulting from occasional intensive surveys using additional microscopy techniques (SEM, TEM and epifluorescence microscopy (e.g. for confirmation of Alexandrium ostenfeldii)). The counts for the long-term monitoring at the LTER site Helgoland Roads are based on Lugol-fixed samples and therefore many phytoplankton species are not identified to species level. Hence, it is not surprising that it required additional studies, using scanning or transmission electron microscopy or live net samples, to confirm some of the new records. As these surveys are not feasible on a regular basis, new records based on such surveys can therefore not necessarily be interpreted as a sign of changing environmental conditions. This is the case for the two new Pseudo-nitzschia (Pseudo-nitzschia americana and Pseudo-nitzschia multiseries) for Helgoland Roads [13]. It is not feasible to routinely identify these species reliably, at least not in temporally highly resolved time series such as Helgoland Roads, and thus, in these time series they will continue to be recorded as an unnamed size class (or identified as Pseudonitzschia spp in a given size range). However, as at least P. multiseries is a domoic acid producer and has been reported from the North Sea, an effort should be made to regularly assess the presence of this species by periodic TEM surveys, with molecular identification methods [37, 38] and using toxin screenings.
The situation is different for Chaetoceros species where several species that can be identified in live or even Lugol-fixed samples, were recorded for the first time. Chaetoceros anastomosans for instance is a rather distinctive species, with intercalary setae that are fused by way of a ‘bridge’ several µms away from the valve pole. It is therefore unlikely to have been missed in the past. Taking this into account, and considering that quantitative counts are carried out at a very high, work-daily frequency, this record can be regarded as a true new record at Helgoland Roads. For the other two Chaetoceros species (Chaetoceros pseudocurvisetus and Chaetoceros lorenzianus), where there are similar species present in the Helgoland phytoplankton community with which they might have been confused, the situation is more complex. This is particularly true for Chaetoceros lorenzianus, which is morphologically variable, very similar in appearance to Chaetoceros decipiens and is only reliably identifiable if cyst formation has been observed. Varying degrees of fusion of the basal parts of adjacent intercalary setae was previously used to distinguish between taxa, but this is no longer regarded as a reliable taxonomic feature [39]. Chaetoceros lorenzianus is sometimes regarded as a warm water species but has a very broad distributional range (OBIS 2016). Blooms of a similar species, recorded as Chaetoceros cf. lorenzianus have been observed in the Baltic recently also in autumn [40].
Similarly C. pseudocurvisetus might be relatively easy to identify in broad girdle view but possibly not when viewed in narrow girdle view, where the characteristic aperture between valves is not visible. At Helgoland there are two species with a morphology similar to C. pseudocurvisetus namely C. debilis and C curvisetus which also form curved chains with all setae pointing in the same direction towards the outside of the chain. It is therefore conceivable that C. pseudocurvisetus has previously been overlooked. C. pseudocurvisetus is regarded as a warm water species [17]. It has been recorded from the English channel and it was also found in Narragansett Bay [41, 42], interestingly also in September/October and in a similar assemblage to that found in Helgoland in autumn 2009.
We were only able to update this check-list with a combination of long-term observation and targeted semi-quantitative light microscopic surveys. These were mostly from one site so that no information about the rate of immigration (flux) of new species at Helgoland Roads is available. Since, in contrast to the taxonomic check-list of 2004 [7], we could not carry out systematic electron microscopic or culturing studies due to time constraints, it is also likely that many hitherto unreported taxa remain to be discovered. Particularly for large diatom genera such as Pseudo-nitzschia, Chaetoceros or Thalassiosira, more detailed studies using a range of techniques are clearly to be recommended to not miss new records and also to better characterize the true diversity of the existing assemblages. However, these are beyond the scope of high-frequency manual monitoring programmes such as that at Helgoland Roads LTER. Thalassiosira is a particularly good example as the species reported for Helgoland Roads result mostly from previous intensive culturing and microscopic studies [43]. In the current study, based mostly on light microscopy, only a small fraction of the overall species complement was recorded. This fact also shows that great care has to be taken in interpreting data based on these different methodologies, all of which have their own biases and represent different sampling efforts (e.g. in terms of the examined sample volume). Just as new records based on the use of different methodologies are not easily interpretable in terms of rates of immigrations or changing environmental conditions, the absence of species in a data set, even on time scales of years, cannot necessarily be considered a local extinction.

Conclusion
High-frequency quantitative time-series such as Helgoland Roads provide an excellent insight into long-term dynamics in a system, but standard methodologies employed by such time series limit the taxonomic resolution of the resulting data sets. Techniques such as electron microscopy on the other hand, provide better resolution, but are more time consuming and expensive. They are therefore not often deployed routinely which limits their usability for the analysis of temporal trends. All techniques used here have their merits but the best results could be obtained by using a tiered approach with the core time series being augmented with additional surveys, either at regular intervals (e.g. seasonal SEM surveys) or topical surveys e.g. to investigate the presence of toxins and by molecular studies. However, this requires tight data management procedures to facilitate the integration of a diverse array of methodologies in joint analysis approaches (and to correctly identify their limitations). Data management needs to include links to both sample and taxonomic (inclusive of reference images) metadata as described for Helgoland Roads. Importantly, for this time series, data management and archival have been extended to images which are archived in the online repository planktonnet and linked to the respective numerical data sets in Pangaea. Such a procedure is clearly recommended as standard whenever new plankton taxa are reported for an area. Such images should be archived with standardized metadata (e.g. types of microscopes, magnifications, microscopy techniques) just as for any numerical parameters such as temperature or salinity. This will facilitate a reliable confirmation of a species record and ensure consistency. It is doubtful whether it would ever be possible to 100% harmonize different time series. However, with similar overall metadata standards it is at least possible to assess to which degree time series can be compared. Such rigorous procedures will become even more important in future as molecular surveys are increasingly incorporated into routine monitoring programmes, likely increasing the number of species in many regional species lists from hundreds to thousands of taxa [44].
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